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Oc rather, 
Serious M 0 ＋ IVES 


To draw People to a juſt Conſideration 
of the Folly, Six and Danger of en- 
couraging, and being Pn at thoſe 
N Aſſemblies. 


hoe Earneſtly recommended to Parents, Matrons, . 
Miſtreſſes of Boarding- School. and all others Ro 
it may concern. | | 
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"THE. Deſign of publiſhing the following Lines at 

1 chis remarkable JunQure, calls for no other Apo- 
logh for their being thus publickly addreſſed to every 
ſober and conſiderate Mind, than what its own Weight 
and Importance moſt juſtly makes, The Cauſe it 
eſpouſes, is VikTvE and Innocence ; and the Pract- 
ice it expoſes, is quite the Reverſe. The Detection of 
55 One, and the Advancement of the Other, is what 
every ſerious Mind will, and every rational and account- 
able Being ſhould, endeavour to forward and promote. 


Now therefore, ſince it is true (as a learned and emi- 
nent Divine of our Church ſays) That ! Plays are gene- 
rally calculated for the Meridian of Vice, and to give 
*, Reliſ to the frothy Pleaſures of the vain Part of 
„% Mankind'“; and as they are of a Pagan Original, in- 

vented by Heathens for the Honour and Worſhip of their 
Demon and that a Play-houſe. too was by the modeſt 

and vertuous Romans denounced as a Temple of Satan 
what can ſo detract from the Principles of a rational 
Creature, what fink him more into the Dregs of baſe 
Degeneracy, than for him to ſpend his precious Time 
in the deplorable Purſuit after that Vanity which is in- 
ſipid in itſelf, ſinful in its Pleaſures---- and above all, 
whoſe End is eternal Miſery ! ----- I 7 what can ſo 


, 


a|> Being? ---- What more beneath the Dignity of Human 


forever happy with Goo, ar forever miſerable with the 
e 0 ny canſt thou bear duet it 
ſuch a State? - Wilt thou again reſort to the Ply-bouſe 
for Comfort? Nay, but learn thou this Leſſon firſty 
That thou; who pluckeſt thyſelf, out of the Hand of 
Walkie nn 
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Gov, mayſt reſt aſſur d, if thos periſb, "thy Blood ui be © 
pon thine own Head | 


But ye Briton: my dear Countrymen! hy worſhip 
YE Falfe Gods ?---Why introduce YE into your Cities, 
Plays and heathen Games? ----- Offer ye theſe Things as 
a Token of your Thankſgiving for the late memoxable 


Deliverance of you out of the Hands of your Enemies? 


---- Has the Edge of the Sword been blunted --- the Ap- 
pearance of Famine turned into Plenty ---- your Corn 
and Oil, your Harvefts prefery'd ? ---- and ſhall all theſe 
Bleffings of the God of Love be requited in the Cele- 
bration of Heathen Sports and Interludes? . Was it for 
this (may it not be enquir'd). the Hand of the LORD 
was ftretched out to a rebellious, gainſaying People ?---Was 
it for this the Sword was ſtopt from going 7hrough our 
 Land---- the Plague among our Cattle ſtay d and the 
Staff of Life tilt retain'd among us? ----- Alas! ſuch 
_ Bleffings are enough to turn the very Heathen from the 
Powers of Darkneſs unto the Serwice of the Living Gov! 
And ſhall WE, who dare uſurp the Sacred Character 
of Chriftians, be ſo dead, fo ſtupid, fo ungrateful, nay, 
ſo heathenihh, as to caſt ſuch an Odium on our moſt holy 


Religion, our Laws, and the Honour of our Country, 


as to act beneath the Principles of thoſe who will ſcarcely 
admit that there is a Gov? Is it not plain, that Chri- 
ftian Vertue muſt certainly be at a 7o Ebb when ſuch 
Diverſions are ated in Contempt of the TRUE Gop, and 
to ridicule Sacred Things, as were inſtituted by the Hea- 
_ thens in Honour of their fifitious Deities? ----- An Actor 


Fenz, their Diverſions' were diftinguiſh'd by 7 ragedy 
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and Comedy but theſe corruptive Scenes were Strangers - 
there while the Roman Vertue retain'd its priſtine Fi- 
aur. - But what a direct Mockery of the Holy, Wiſe; 
and True Gop is there in the Celebration of thoſe h 
then Diverſions? And ſhall a Chrifian Nation ſo 
derogate from the Rules of Decency and Godly Diſci- 
olins” as preſumptuouſly to encourage a Set of People 
who retail to them the Practice and Principles of Hea- 
p thens ?. ----- Forbid it, O thou Gon, whoſe Eyes cannot 
behold Iniquity ! ---- Nay, it appears, that the Greeks had 
their ſolemn Hymns call'd * AA vu, which they 
ſung to their propitious Demons. The Romans alſo had 
their peculiar Hymns ſung to the ſame particular Deity ; 
and the Songs which the Papiſts ſing to their canonix 4 
Saints on their Holy Days, are Copies of thoſe Pagan 
Hymns, that were only rude Eflays toward dramatick 
Poetry. — But Reader, Thou art commanded of God, 
yea, the only True Gop, Him that fitteth in Heaven, 
. who is able to kill and make alive, at whoſe Preſence the 
Heaven and the Earth flee away, to make no Mention of 
the Names of other Gods, (Exod. xxiii. 13.) And thus 
. faith the Lok, (Jer. x. 13.) Learn not the Way of the 
Heathen, for the Cuſtoms of the People are vain. There · 
fore, flee Thou, as thou wouldſt devouring Fire, the 
Sinner that ſhould hereafter offer to entice thee to break 
the Laws and Commandments of Gov, leſt he whet his 
Sword, and be avenged on ſuch a Nation as that thou 
J nfs wn 0235 ions att Ys 5G 
Moreover, to rivet in thy Mind a ſtill juſter Abhor- 
| rence of the accurſed Practices of the Heathens, the Play- 
8 houſe is that Sznk of lniguity, where, in the Nepreſenta- 
| tions of Fornication and Adultery, all the aubale Body of 
|. the People are mentally ſo—- and, as one has it, many 
[Who, it may be, came clean 0 the Play, return Adul- 
terers and Fornicators (in their Hearts) from the The- 
atre. And it were well worth the while of vertu- 
ous Parents, Guardians, &c. to conſider with an emi- 
nent and good Man, That 4/ pompous Diverſions 
© are dangerous to a Chriſtian Life, but none more ſo 
chan Plays; for. they give ſo nice and natural a Re» 
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(6) 
B of the Paſſions, that they ſoon affect the 
Heart, eſpecially with that of A Honourable Lowe, when 
c repreſented as chaſte and innocent; for the more in- 
* nocent it appears, the more eafily it inſinuates itſelf. 
Hence it is, too many go from the Play ſo charm'd 
% with the Pleaſures of Love, that they are prepar'd to 
« put in Practice what Immodeſties they ſaw repreſented 
there. For, as Minutius Felix expreſſes it, ſome- 
times a luſcious Actor ſhall whine you into Love, and 
„give the Diſeaſe he counter fits. EY 4c 
Now, ye tender Parents, Guardians, &c. can ye view 
this and not be mov'd? Will ye not from #4is reſolve 
to build your Diſcipline upon ai/er Motives than here- 
tofore? Will you let thofe under your Care and In- 
ſpection, henceforth ever receive a Play-Ticket more, or 
ever ſuffer them to enter a P/ay-houſe during the Time 
at leaſt they are under your ſpecial Direction? Surely 
you will not, left Gop ſhould ſuddenly require the Souls = 
of ſuch Perſons at your Hands, © © © © 
It is the Opinion of ſome of the moſt learned Sages 
of the heathen Times, as well as the Primitive Fathers, 
and ſome modern Divines, That Play-houſes are, The 
 Fauntains and Nur/erics of all Wickedne/s, whereſoever 
they are permitted. And there is not a little Rea- 
fon to fear, That as the Players are permitted from 
Place to Place in this Kingdom, they will, in Time, 
phoſe the whole Country into heathen {dolatry. 
It is therefore melancholy to ſee, that any M------ e, or 
Ie of the P---:e, can fo far ſwerve from the Tenour 
of their Commifiox, the Honour of their GOD, their 
King ard Country, as to permit. them to take Footing ' 
near the Borders of any City or Town, in open Defi- 
ance too of the Laws /ately made to ſuppreſs them, by 
Virtue of which a Mayiſtrate is impower'd to ſend 
them to the Hauſt of Corrections if they are found'even 
eo. exhibit ſo much as a Part of any Play, Prologue, or 
Epilbgue, much leſs to dare to exhibit whole Plays in 
common Form, in Contempt of all Authority, and the _ 
great Council of the Nation itſelf, To what Effect 
wit to make Laws, chooſe Magiſtrates, Minifters of 
_ Juſtice; Conſtables, and other Officers, if thoſe Laws 
r et ICI. 2 „ | e | 
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the Sword given in vain? ----- What! ſhall the herben 
- Afemblies be countenanced amidſt a (ſuppoſed) ſeriaus, 
Proteftant, Chriſtian People! -- a People who enjoy the 
glorious Privileges of the Goſpel, under a mild, auſpi- 
cious Reign, in the invaluable Diſpenſation of Liberty of 
Conſcience } ----- a People bleſs'd and enrich'd with all 
that Life calls dear, and yet deny the Greatneſs of thoſe 
Bleſſings by the open and common Practice of Evil, 
and cwonſbipping falſe Gods --- ecchoing to and countenane- 
ing thoſe Diverſions which the vertuous Heathens ex- 
truded their Cities and Towns, as the great Arcentives 
to Lewaneſs and Debauchery, and denounced the Practice 
thereof as the very Idolization of Demon Deities ? 
Oh! what a Sight mult it be to ſee a vertuous Youth of 
either Sex (but eſpecially the Fair one) in a Conventicle 
of Vice — whoſe Compoſition is that of Rakes, Bullies, 
Fidlers, Dancers and Players where Vice is repre- 
ſented in Jef, and afterwards practiſed in good Earneſt . 
----where the Allurements of th&Stage inſenſibly infinu- 


gates into the une and tender Mind, and ſoon renders 


inſipid the Adornments of Vertue, ſtirring up in them 
the Fuel of Luft, and at laſt (in all Probability) prove the 
melancholy Overthrow both of Body and Soul / 
Oh! my Countrymen, if we value ourſelves as Men 
of Reaſon and Underſtanding, let us not wwilfully derogate 
from the Principles thereof, but ſubmit to thoſe Convict᷑- 
ions Which the Conſequence momentarily confirms to be 


divine. If by Reaſon we allow that its Effect is, a 


ſteady, uniform Ligbi that fbines in the Minds of Mer---- 
a divine Touchſtone, by which Men are enabled to di- 
ſcern the Congruity and Incongruity of Propofitions, 
and thereupon to pronounce them true or falſe, then let 
us not deny the Authority of inconteſtible Facts, as they 
occur in the Proſecution of die End aim'd at in this little 


Pract; and if I miſtake not, it will contain enough to 


diſſuade any reaſonable Creature from any longer pur- 
ſuing thoſe Things, of which he has now great Occaſion 
Mien and Brethren, If you actually believe in the Ex- 
iſtence of Gop----in Him that feteth on the Circle of the 
Heavens, and ruleth all Things like a Gov indeed l 

at whoſe Preſence the Hills melt hike Wax---who burneth 

up. his Enemies round” about him ---- who meaſureth the 


n * N 
0 


* . | 
Waters in the Hollow, of his Hand - and is from 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting ! - that by. Him all Thing. 
move and have their Being in <vhom there is no. Sha= 
doæu of Turning er Alteration ----a Being abſolutely per- 
fect, . glorious and unchangeable---- the 4/pha and Ome- 
wy ga, the Beginning and the Ending ----- the everlaſting 
4}  Self-exiſting Power ---- 2vho fretcheth out the Heavens as 
a Curtain Who is the righteous Judge, the Almighty 
Diſpenſer of Rewards and Puni/aments ---whoſe Eyes run 
to and fro the Earth, and which cannot behold Iniguity! 
who ſeeth all Things, and knoweth the ſecret Thoughts and 
Intents of the Heart --- who ſearcheth Feruſalem as with a 
Candle----and ſpieth out all our Ways---who by the Influ- 
ence of his Holy Spirit hath given us to know his Rule, 
and Ordinances inſtituted for our mutual Decorum, and 
that 2vi/fully to break them, endangers our Sequeſtration 
from Gop----1 ſay, upon this Hypotheſis, Can a Man 
pretend to found his Principles of right Reaſon, and not 
think he muſt be anſwerable toGop, the Supreme Law- 
giver, for his own particular Conduct, in every. Branch 
of ſuch Duties as reſult from the Belief and Senſe of ge- 
neral Truths difplay'd in Sacred Writ, and manifeſted 
to every. Man's Conſcience? Certainly, as my own 
Exiſtence is a Self-evident Principle that my immaterial . 
Subſtance is a Part of the inwiſible Being, and made ca- 
11 pable of enjoying the Love and Felicity of God, ſurely 
. then I. ought not to degenerate from the Dignity of | | 
* my Nature, but act upon thoſe Rules and Duties which 
divine Reaſon points out to me, namely, to conſider that 
the Relation we ftand in toward Gop, requires our 
Acknowledgment, Gratitude, Lowe and Dependance, and 
in one Word, our humbleft Adoration of his infinite Per- 
fefions. And from whence we cannot but allow, that 
the Breach of any of theſe Zu/es is a Breach of the Law. 
of Gop,' an Offence. againſt the Supreme Laæu- giver, a 
moſt high /zaignity upon the Majeſtiy of Gop, and a 
4 plain Demonſtration that the pretended Rules of Reaſon 
1 and Divinity, are but ſo many empty Names, ſounding 
A Braſs, and tinkling Cimbals. * 4 : 
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I would now then adviſe every. pretended Rationalift 
to conſider the Inconfiſtency of numbering himſelf a- . 
mong Perſons of that Character, whereas his Practices 


Are 


tives of Reaſon, by breaking the 


 evermore! 


150 * 


a /elf-wiſe, fliff-necked People, and ſelf-inconſitent even 
with your own Principles. For what can be more ab- 
ſurd, than for a Man to ſet aſide the Principles deduced 
from Divine Revelation, and embark on the Principles 
of a Rationaliſt, and yet act retrogad to the very Mo- 
1385 of GOD, and 
entring the Liſt of Debaachees, Buffbons, Fidlers, Morrice- 


dancers, Players! and all the Tribe of diabolical, pro- 
. Fane Perſons, whoſe Practices are ſaid to be invented by 
THE DEV:L, it being Part of the Wor/oip he requir'd 


of them, and which were conſecrated to the Honour, and 
appropriated to HIS Service by HIS ſpecial Direction? 
For Shame, thou Rationalif, no more be immers'd in 
Luxury and Darkneſs--- no more lend thine Helbing Hand 

to fill up the Meaſure of the Nation's Iniguity, bat turn 
thou unto CHRIST, the bl:fed and immatulate Lamb, wwho 
died for thy Sins, and roſe again for thy Fuſtification, and 


through whoſe Death thou mayſt be a Partaker of thoſe 


Rivers of Pleaſure that flow at GO D's Right Hand for- 


- 


But to haſten forward, I proceed next to ſhew, that 
the frequenting of Plays is the Celebration of heathen 


Idolatry, and a direct Aﬀeont to the Majeſty of Goo. 


Plays in their f Deſign were invented to pacify the 
Anger of the Gods, as Fapiter, Bacchus, Neptune, Flora, 
Apollo, Diana, Venus, or ſome other Dunghtit!-14:1, which 


the Pagans adr d- to whoſe Honour, Names and Mems- 


ries they were celebrated, as appears from the Writings 
of the Antients, as well as from the concurrent Teſti- | 
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monies of the primitive Chriſtian Fathers. ---- And how 
deplorable is it to ſee this Chriſtian Ie (which Was 
once the Glory of the World) ſcandalouſly crowded. 
with Pagan Deities, and the SUPREME BEING 
often reviled, through the ill Language that is ge- 
nerally given to them? Though G0 D for- 
bids us to make 1gols, or ſwear by them, yet what 
more common in Plays. than, in Contempt. of the 
SACRED ORACLEs, to implore the Aid of Jowe, 
Juno, Apollo, Bacchus, Minerva ! — than to favear 
by Tove! by Mars! by Venus! ---- Ob! ye Powers! Ob! 
ye Gods ! Now all theſe are Actitious Deities, and the 
Practice of our Actors herein, is a direct Imitation of the 
Heatbens, who ſupplicated their departed Heroes as Gods, 
commonly in their Poems and Interludes. The foul Ob- 
ſcenities with which their devotional Hymns and Plays 
were generally ,intermix'd, render'd em odious to the 
thinking Part of Mankind even in thoſe dark Ages.----- 
And what Heather, poſſeſs'd only with moral Vertues, 
(ſo call'd) would not be aſham'd of our Country, where 
Heatherifn is ſo nicely retail'd, inaſmuch as the very 
_ heathen Idols are invok'd in fired Contempt of the Gor 
of Heaven! and countenanced too by the (wou'd-be 
thought) wiſe and reaſonable Part of out Nation, under 
the Character of innocent Diver ſions and Amuſements ! 
| fit to chace away Melancholy! and to kill the zedious 
Hours withal]! turning the Day into Night, and the Night 
into Day !----- while the Rules of Religion, Charity and 
Lowe are in a Manner extruded the Face of the Earth. 
But that the Reader may no longer be kept from 
coming to the Thing more ardently propos'd, proceed 
we now to produce the Opinion of the Heathens, as 
well as the Fathers and ſome modern and eminent Di- 
vines, on this Head. 
Plato (about the 325th Year of Rome) would ſuffer no 
Plays ; in his Commonwealth, becauſe it was dangerous 10 
Morality. | 
 Ariffotle (born abort 38 1 Years before CursrT) ſor- 
bad the ſeeing of Comedies to young People, e 
it would poiſon their Minds. 

Aenophon (who lived in the 10 «th e l com- 
mends the es, for not ſuffering their Youth to hear 
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7 ully declaims againſt Plays and licentious rent 
2 he Plague of Society; and blames Trabea and Cæcilius, 
two Comic Poets, for magnifying Love Adventures, 
making Cupid a Col, and flouriſhing too much on the 
Satisfaction of Senſe: He complains alſo of Tragedy, 
how, in many Inſtances it baffes the Force of Vertue. 
Valerius Maximus look'd upon the n of Plays 

as a Blemiſh to the Roman State. 

Tacitus complains how the Roman Vertue and Diſei- | 

pline had been corrupted by the Stage; and how whole 
Nights were taken up by thoſe Plays, and no Time left 
| 4 Þ honeſt. He inveighs much againſt Nero for intro- 
| dating all Kinds of Vice. by Stage-plays. X 
Plutarch in his Morals, does not only condemn Plays 
as laſcivious Vanities, and contagious Ewils, but Poetry 
itſelf, as full of Lies; and quotes Socrates as a Voucher. 
O via, that wanton Poet, informs Auguſtus, that Play- 
houſes are the Nur/eries of all Wickedne/s, and the Con- 
greſs of Adulterers. In his Poem de Arte Amandi, he 
tells his vicious Aſſociates, 'That the Play-houſes were 
the beſt Fairs for unchaſte Bargains, the moſt commo- 
dious Haunts for amorous Fellows, and only Places for 
Panders and Whores---[Hear ye this ye modeft Fair !] 
Then adds, Twas impoſſible for Parents or Huſbands 
to keep their Children and Wives chaſte, while Plays 
were ſuffer' d in the City, Lib. 3. In another Place he 
adviſes all thoſe who would live chaſtely, to withdraw 
from the Play-houſe, and to e wy all P/ay-books 
and amourous Poems. 

Propertias, an obſcene Poet, cries out againſt the The- 
atres, as the Infiruments of his Ruin. 

Iſocrates, a Greek Orator, exclaims againſt all Actors 
and Players, as ſcurrilous and miſchievous, „ and intoller- 
able Plagues to a City, 55 
C. Plinius dee ſtiles Stage- plays e 12 Arts, | 
altogether unbecoming Men, and applauds the Emperor 
| 7 rajan for banziſbing them out of the Roman Empire. 
Colon, one of the wiſeſt Men of Greece, condemn'd 
| Plays, as Evils not to be ſuffer d in a City. | 

Many more Heathens might be produced, as uirri- 
lian, Macrobius, Juvenal, Horace, V. Paterculus, Died. 
Ne * * ou are ſufficient to ſhew; in what 
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Repute VerTVUE was among ſome of them, and how 
they abhor'd the Stage, as an Enemy to all Good.---** And 
ſball the Followers of the crucified FESUS (adds a 
certain pious and Reverend Author) countenance. theſe 
Theatrical Entertainments, which Heathens cenſur'd as 
the Plague of Societies, and Ruin of common Morality ? ? 
Forbid it, O thou Gop of Gods, and Loxp of Lords! 
Rather let the uplifted Thunderbolt be again reſum'd-; 
rather let us die than fie the Conwwictions of Conſcience, 
or again tread the Temples of the Pagan Gods !---- Oh 
let the Frequenters of thoſe Synagogues of Satan be ſenſi- 
ble of their Rebellion againſt Thee, in whom alone is com- 
prized all the Pleaſure and Glory of eternal Happineſs ! 


| The great Lactantius, who liv'd 4. D. 303. ſpeaking by 
of Plays, ſays, © They only ſerve to excite Luft, and 
© the more artſul the Actors are in the Repreſentations, 


1 the more Miſchief they do. | 


— 


Tertullian calls the Play-houſe the Sizk of Debauchery, 
the Chapel of Venus, or a Bawady-houſe; [and will the 
modeſt. Virgins and modeſt Wives of England go there? ] 
and that as many Perſons as fit in the Playhouſe, /o many 
unclean Spirits are preſent. This Father gives an Ac- 


count of a Chriſtian Woman, who, going to the Play- 


houſe, was there poſſ2fjed of the Devil; and when, at his 
caſting out,. was aſk'd by the Exorciſt, How he durſt 
enter into a Mriſlian? he anſwer d, I found her upon my 
Ground I. He tells us of Danger in the beſt-complexion d 


Entertainments of the Stage; look therefore, adds he, 
upon all the engaging and pleaſing Sentences, as Honey 


dropping from the Bag of a Toad. | tt: 
Clemens Alerandrinnt, who liy'd A. D. 192. declares 
againſt Stage plays, as Schools of Impiaty, pefilent Sports, 


and Introductions to all Kinds of Immorality W 

St. Cryſoftom reproves the People of Autiach for their 
reſorting to Play-houſes, which he ſtiles the Devils 
Conwenticles; and ſays, that Stage-plays are the Devil 


Pomps, Fables of Satan, Demanaica Aſſemblies, impure 


Food of the Devil ¶ And will ye, ye wertuous Ghriftians, 
be fed with th Food ?---- Rather eek ye the Bread that 


cometh down” from Heaven.------ Beware, leſt your Eyes 
catch a: Blaſt, and ye make: a Covenant wa 0m 


* 


zerren * 


8 0 13 } 
Death 1] Nay, ye not only ſee, but hear unclean Words 
and obſcene Songs - [which to young Mifſes of Board- 
Iang-Schools,, &c. muſt be fine Diverſion ! J- Where, for 
Goodneſs' Sake, is now your boaſted Reaſon ? -- even 
the Dictates of common Morality are too ſtrong for you. 
—— 2 if neither the Rules of Reaſon, Morality, or 

Chriſtianity, be your Guide here, what a ſhocking Fi- 
gure muſt you make when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall 
be open, and you are call d upon to give an Account of 


rhe Things done in the Body, and to receive your Reward 


accordingly .?---But is not your nice Nature yet offended > 
- then let me intreat you, no longer give yourſelf up 
to the inticeing Snares of the Devil, but earneſtly cry 
unto Go, to take away the Evil from your Heart, and 
never go near ſuch Places more. 
It is indeed a true Saying of Jſodore Pelufiota, who 
flouriſh'd about the Year 412, That, their, (i. e. the 
Flay-houſes) End is to draw, Men into din. | 
Gregory Nazianzen, Who flouriſh'd A. D. 370, ſays, 
chat they are the Propagators of all Laudagſi, and that 
the Play - houſe is the Wanton 's Shop. 

And Salwvian, Bp. of Mar fills as, % Plays are the 
< Deluders of our Hopes, Cheats of Life, and Repaſt of the 
% Devil: for there the Salvation of Chriſtian People 
« is deftroy'd, and the Majefly of GOD profaned, by 
| * Sacrilegiaus Superſtitions; the Heathen Deities are ſub- 

„ ftituted to all their Paſtimes ;--- in the one Place there 
is Immodeſty----in another Laſci vioufneſi in another 
zun -Madntfs———and the Devil in them all; nay, all 
the Devils in Hell (adds this Author) are in every one 

of the Places of theſe Paſtimes ; for they preſide over 
2 the Places dedicated to their Worſhip. e 


| By the African Code * Statute 2 it appears, | 
1 hit Stage: players were rank'd among Apoſtates. The 
Momen Actors were counted fo candalous, that whoever 
married any of them, made himſelf uncapable of being 
a Clerg man by the Apoſtolical Cannon. f 
The 6th Council oh: Conſtantinople, which conſiſted 
almoſt of Biſhops; the 24 'Nicene Council, held about 

785, where were preſent 3 or 400 Biſhops ; the Lateran 

Council, 4. D. 1215, * of Tavo Patriarchs, * 
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Arch, biſhops, 400 Biſmops, and 800 Abbots and prior, 

univerſally condemn Plays and Interludes, and all 7 Lea 

trical Sports; and it is the "wiſe Obſervation of another 
antient Council (as well as Precept for both Clergy and 
Laity of all Countries) That it better becomes Holy 
„Men to mourn, than laugh at Jn 105 N "and 
„ obſcene Feſts of Stage-players as 


And among the many Opinions r the Sons 1 f the 

"Church « ESL AND, are the following: © 

Dr. Parker, 'Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, condemns 

Plays in his Book de Antig. Feel.” Brit. 

Dr. G. Ally, Biſhop of Exeter, and Divinity Led 
urer of St. Paul's, in the 24 Year of Queen Elizabeth, 
declares with e Warmth againſt Stage: plays, as the 

Fuel of Luft, Occafion of Adultery, and other intollerable 
Eil. Lond. 1571, 

Dr. Beard of 7 Hunting ton, and Dr. Taylor, che famous 
Preacher of Alert , ſpeaking of Plays, Ic. ſay, 

They have no other Uſe but to 1 and oO: 

Fi good Manners, and chen @ Door to all Uncleanneſs. --- 

Wal + Holy Scripture is often by theſe filthy 

« profaned. * 

Archbiſhop Her, (that moſt noble Pattern of Picey 

and Learning) ſpeaking of Interludes and- Stage-Plays, 

| fays, They offend againſt We > Commandment in 


— — 


n * To the Sw mart. of this we need only reviſe * 
Catalogue of —— Plays in the Gent. Mag. for April 
1746. where the Reader will find, when The Commems- - 
ration of the Virgin Mary ; The Myſtery of the Nativity ; 
_ The Myſtery of 8. John the Baptiſi; The Comedy of the 4 
Adoration of the Three Kings to Jeſus Chriſt ;. and many | 
other Sacred Themes, were the Dro//s of publick Srage- 
players, Fidlers, Dancers, Buffoons.—— Tiberius, none 
of the beſt of Emperors, condemn'd all Players to the 
N Vhipping-poſt, and then baniſb d them out 5 Hah, as 
 unſufferable Evils. Tacit. An. I. 1. — Auguſtus too, 
order'd the Players to be 2vhipped, and afterwards exiled, 
ds zufollerab.e Plagues to a & ate.  Hhla & Fyles, Suet. 
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64 ſeyeral Inſtances, beſides the Wantonneſs therein uſed. 4 


« in Attire, Speech and Action.“ He ſays, They 
te that go to ſee Sights, hear ſuch Words, ſhew their 


Neglect of Chriſtian Duty, and Careleſsneſs in Sining, 


„ whenas they wi//ingly commit , themſelves into the 
% Srare of the Devil. Vid. Body of Divinity, 1702. 


Arch-biſhop Till«:/on, Biſhop Kennett,, Dr. Bray, Dr. 


Horneck, one and all, inveigh greatly againſt Plays and 


Interludes ; and Biſhop T:/lot/on in particular ſpeaks very 
warmly on the SubjeQ--- ſpeaking of ſome Parents ſays, 
They are ſuch Monſters, I had. almoſt ſaid, Dewalt, 


© as not to know how to give good: Things to their 
«© Children. Inſtead. of bringing them to Gopy's. 


Church, they bring them to the Devil's Chapels, to 


„Playa bouſets, and Places of Debauchery, thoſe Schools 2! 
* and NursERIEs of Lewdneſs and Vice. Vid. his 


Serm. on Education of Children, p. 15%, 154. 


From theſe Quotations jt appears (though abindancz = 
more might be collected) that both in heathen Times 


and. when the Goſpel alſo. had diffus'd itſelf abroad, this 
eftilential Diſeaſe touched the ſeveral Borders of both 
\7 and it is demonſtrable to. a Truth, That the 


- antient Heathens and Chriſtians (as well thoſe of modern 


Date) lock d upon the Entertainments of the Stage, as 


both Hameful and dangerous. And ſhall a Country 


like 57. (ſo immediately under the Eye of God) counte- 


I truſt not, but that one and all will ſtand up to put the 


whereof he is bound by the Laws of the Land. Let 


ance ſuch ſcandalous Productions of Heatheni/m; throw 
Dirt in the Face of the. Almighty, for their late ſignal 
Deliverance ; and do Deſpite to the Majeſty of God ? ---- 


Laws in Execution; and extrude thoſe Monſters of Ini- | 


quity from the Borders of our Country. Let us 


aſſiſt the Magiſtrate in doing that Duty, to the Diſcharge 


— 


us call upon the proper Officers, who break their Oatb, 
(and forfeit Ten Pound: by an Act of Queen. Anne) if 


they do not preſent all Seminaries of Vice and Immorality 
to the Quarter Seſſions. of the City or County where 
_ theſe Apo/tates, ſhall dare to intrench themſelves: ---- Let 

us begin nos to. put our Hand to this Plough : ----- Let: 


4 


* 


us ſuppreſs. not only Players, but alſo thoſe, other Cur/ed' 
SE * e ded : 


Senks, 
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3 on. of al, the BAN Y-houſes, Gaming. heafs es, 


Skhittle-Allies (thoſe, other Nurſerries of the Devil par 


their Keepers, as alſo the open and profane Swwearer 


and Sabbath-Breater, without Diſtinction. Begin at the 
Head; gaming all Degrees of Men as we go on, by 
making Examples of our Favourites and Friends FIRST. 
---- Let not the Sword be held in vain; but een, 
preſs upon F#ftice to ſtretch forth its Hand towards a 
general Reformation.—=— Let not the preſent new Law 
againſt S bearing be made in van, but each Man watch 
his Brother, and puniſh the Guilty, as he will anſwer 


the ſame before Gop,----- Let us like true Lovers of the 
bleſſed Jesvs, join Hands heartily in this laudable Un- 
. dertaking ; and let no Man be ahm of the Honour of 


Gon, leſt he be denied at the laſt Day, according to che 


Tenour of the Sacred Writ. # 
But alas! upon a- melancholy Reflection, what" FA 


ceſs can we hope for, when all theſe flagrant Abomina- 
tions are ſo openly practiſed, and receive ſo open a Sanction 


from thoſe whoſe Bufineſs it is to ſuppreſs them; who, 


inſtead of becoming Patterns of Vertue, are too oſten 


themſelves unhappily found running with the Vulgar en | 
Contempt too of their ſolemn, baptiſmal V-w) into the 


Pomps, Vanities, and Wickedneſs of a baſe degenerate 
Age? But ſuppoſing no Man were to gain the leaſt 
Prevalency over the indigent Tranſcript 2 

rency, Who b be the deaf Adder, the corroborate 


Aßbettors to a Nation's Guilt, yet *tis hop'd, the follow- 


ing pathetick Lines will not loſe their Vertue, among 
the auiſe and ſober Part of Mankind, if perus d without 
Prejudice, and apply d with Meekneſs, and conſcien- 
tious Impartiality. They are the Words of, an eminent 


Divine, who upon the fame Principles of this Editor, 
did once.embark toward tracing out ſome Footſteps of 


a general Reformation. After he has briefly recited 


the Blaſphemies and Immoralities of the Stage, he con- 
_ cludes---- To ſum up all---- to attend theſe ludicrous 
and obſcene Shews, and take Pleaſure therein, is un- 
becoming the Man, the Gentleman and the Chriſtian. 


„ ...- How unbecoming the Dignity of a rational Na- 


_ ture, to act the Part of a Buffoon, or to be pleas'd 


— with 1 who do ſo? What Fan does he offer 
| to 


» 
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r EEG 
<«-to- the Reaſon of Mankind, who repreſents Vice as: 
«- faſhionable and genteel? And what a ſorry. mean: 
« Soul actuates that Man who makes theſe ludicrous: 
« Actions the Ingredients of his Pleaſures ?- What a. 
% Diminution to the Honour of Gentlemen (who by- 
Birth are defign'd. for Offices of State) to go to Chil-- 
* drens Plays, at the Expence of ſo much Time and. 
«© Money, and all for the Diverſion of a little Laughter,, 
« rais'd by Buffoons, Vagabonds, Jeſters,. Strollers, 
. ©: Dancers, Fidlers, Players, who go about to poiſon 
«© the Mind and: Morals of the Nation, and: to teach 
«© People to. whore and favear the ſhorteſt Way. | 
What a pretty Figure does my Gentleman make, 
* when he ſtands bare-headed before a Parcel of Scoun- 
5 Arel Actors, Who are infamous by the Laws of the 
*© Genti/es,. as well as thoſe of England, and whoſe Of- 
« fice at beſt is only to excite rude and exceſſive Mirth, 
* and clowniſh: Laughter in the Audience, without the 
e leaſt Pretence to moral Inſtruction ?---- Gentlemen 
e generally are (or Should be) Men of Politeneſs and: 


good Taſte; ---- how- ridiculous is it to ſee theſe mix 


with the Dregs of the People, who have no Reliſh 
of Decency and Honour in their ruſtick Acclamations? 
„How awkard a Figure does the griming Gentle- 
« nan make, when the Modeſty. of his Lady (and all: 
her Sex) is attack'd by impudent Afors ?———Toſee' 
the Chriſtian in the Play-houſe, that Conventicle of 
Vite, is yet more ſhocking ! What! thou a Chri/t- 
ian, and a Spectator of thoſe wanton Paſtimes: and 
Actions that conſtitute the greateſt. Part of ſome 


Plays: What thou: a Chri/tian,. a Member of 


the Church, and frequent the Play-houſe, that School 
% Darkne/s,. and Rendezvouz of Daebauchees 8 
With what Pleaſure can Ladies and Gentlemen 6f 
Vertue, aſſociate with theſe ?! —— With what Face 
dare you: behold the Holy Temple, who defile your 
Zyes with being Spectators of v and wanton Shewws © 
„With what Conſcience can you approach the Sacred. 
* Table. one Day, and run to the Play-houſe the next; 
*© whole. Entertainment is Smut, And give me 
Leave to add, May not the Practice: thereof be juſtly.” 
| deem'd,: wvilfu} Rebellion againft Gon or at leaſt an 
. 1 iat. 
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Tfatuation of the Devil Ye Parents, ye Guar- 
dians, ye Matrons, ye pretended Rationalifts! no longer 
derogate from your boaſted Principles, but break off 
from theſe wicked Practices yourſelves, leſt the Unclean 
Spirit carry you from the P/ay-houſe to the Maſquerade, 
which is the very Dregs of Baſeneſs, and which fink 
the Honour of Human Nature to the /oweft Ebb of 
Q«LNFUREE.” ͥ Q W 500 

But oh] who can proceed to deſeribe the dark Scenes 
tranſacted there, and not tremble! —— Who can think 
of the vile and deſtructive Aſſignations there, without 
being ſeiz d with Horror ! --- and who is ſo hard of Heart 
as not to lament the Inauguration of ſo damnable a Vice 
into this Kingdom! --- ſo. ſhocking to human Nature, to 
Vertue, to common Honeſty, without ſmiting upon his 
Breaſt at the Degeneracy of ſo-noble a People! ---- We 


borrow d this pompous Diverſion alſo from Pagans, and 


in acting it, ſays a modern Divine, we are wor/e than 


Pagans: For Maſquerades were invented by Heathens in 


Honour of their ale Gods 


but among Chriſtians, . 


how cis the awful, TRUE Gop diſhonour'd, by the pro- 


miſcuous Congreſs of Maſqueraders, whoſe nocturnal 


Revels, if not reſtrain'd, will prove of the utmoſt Fata- 
lity to this Nation: For certainly Gop will not ſuffer: 


his Honour much longer to be laid in the Duſt by the 


— 


Lnaſolence of his Creature. © It is a Paſtime utterly un- 


' Tawful, being a Congreſi to an unclean End; not a Myſtery 


af Iniquity,. but an open Scene of outrageous and flaming 
Debauchery ;. where Temptation is paſſionately. courted, 
tha wanton Imagination indulged to the laſt Degree, ſo 
that none who go there return from thence chaſte and. 
iꝛnocenti What think you of this, ye tender Huſ- 

bands, Parents, c.? — The moſt vertuous and 
reſolute Mind is by Degrees foften d, and at laſt diſſolv- 

ed. into Senſuality: Theſe are the common and. /ad Effects 


of the amourous Intreagues, and thoſe laſcious Indacencies 


(heighten'd by the Iachantments of Muſick} uſually prac- 


tiſed by, Maſqueraders.”* ----Nay,, this judicious Author 


aſſerts, that ** it is not long ago, ſince a certain Gentle- 
«© man, who frequented thoſe Blays, 'debauched HIS owN 
% Da ur ER; but when the Maſe was thrown off, 


and lie-appear'd. to be his own: Bild, what, Rage, 


66. Vex- 
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or Mind conceive, the Depth of the Iniquity o 


| * The Path to Health I ſhew, of Life impart; 
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Nov, ye indulgent Mothers, ye Matrons, Tutors, 


and all who muſt hereafter render an Account of your 


Deeds, to You again I ſpeak, What Tongue ner (2h 


(now) Engliſh Malady l But again ----- Is. not 


Dancins too of Heathen Inſtitution, and the firſt Step 


to theſe Debauched Scenes? It was common with the 
Pagans, in their Solemnities and Feſtivals, to honour 
their Idols with Dances and antick Poſtures; hence it is 
we read of their dancing Prieſts, as the Corybantes, Salli, 


Curetes, &c. Therefore the Practice of Dancing is ſcan« 
dalous in its Nature, and hath Poi/or in its Conſtitution---- 


and what an abſurd and diſingenuous Practice is it, to 


celebrate a glorious Enterprize with Dancing, Fidling, and 


Bag-piping ! --- to entertain a bleſs'd with Succeſs 
from on High, with Plays, Balli, and Ma/queraging, 
inſtead of a. Thank/giving ! - Oh! my Country] how 


long wilt thou provoke an angry Gop! ----- Remember, 
The Sword is yet umſbeath' d; War is not yet withdrawn 


from thy Borders; and how knoweſt thou, but Famine 
and Pefiilence,. will at length be thine horrible Deftination ! 


Oh! then, repent, repent, that ye drink not the Cup of 


the Lory's Fury. at his Hand! 


* Avpvict to BRITAIN. 


„ H E Day is come "Ah Day of Rebuke and Scorn 3 


The Cities tremble, and the Countries mourn. 
Our Crimes have reach'd celeſtial Seats on high, 
And at the Throne ſupreme for Vengeance cry. 
Here Science long her choiceſt Store difplay'd, 
And Viſaom in our Streets, with Light array'd, 
Has cry'd aloud, © O Britain! hear my Voice, 
My Call's to you, I in your Bliſs rejoice : 


I give true Pleaſures, and enlarge the Heart. 
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. * Vexation and Anguiſh poſleſs'd the miſerable Father, """m 
«© who hv'd under horrible Convulſions in his Mind. 
* and at laſt died with great Terror and Diſtraction.** > 


* — . ; by * * 


| * * 
a . Bene * wa by Charge or We 
Fe we my Views, and ev iy Tho't ſublime ; 


Fit to improve, d raiſe the human Mind. 
For higheſt Deeds, and heay' wy Bliſs del gn. of Wt = EM 
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But Woe the Day! tho! N gelen Voice 1 iivites,; ESD! 
Calls to true Bliſs and durable Delights $394 M2 
Thre out the Land exults the tho'tleſs Soul, 
And boundleſs Riot reigns without Contrbi. 
Gay Pleaſure charms, and ſtrong attracts the Heart, | - 
And feſtal Joys their higheſt Guſt impart, 

Luxurious Meals each Day with Wine unite, . 4 Wy - | 

And ftucied Scenes of Senſe engroſs the N icht; . 
Dice, Cards, and heighten' d Mirth the Souls Delight; ) 
7 Devoid of Thought, which Miſaam's Voice inſpires, . 
= 2 in the Whirlpool of untam'd Deſires. . 
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From hence! enormous Vier triumphs aloud, 
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off The beaſtly Drunkard bold harrangues the Crowd ;: 
I, . Axdult'ry.vile, unmaſt a, inſults the Land, 
And with audacious Front, leud Harlits ftand : 
Wk £4 juſtice fierce in ev'ry Village reigns, 

3 . In vain the ao, in vain the wrong d complains. 
8 That Sacred Mind, (which ever be ador di) 

WW Our great Creator, and our Sov'reign Loan; 


How is His Holy and tremendous Name i 
Toorn by the lawleſs Crowd, /ecure from Blame] 
Men now-their Neighbour with fierce Curſes load, 
And Hell invoke to Sinks thoſe Curſes good. 
The bold Blaſphemer vents his Hell-born Rage, 
Inſults his Gov, and dares with Heav'n engage. SIO 
* © HELL opens wide to tame th' ath'iltic Race, 7 | 
| The Mif of Darkm/s their deteſted Place. ; Ty, 


on” Did God for this'oxevt Atmighty Rey 
Did Cunts r for this forſake the Realms above? 7 * "Bp 
Did Gop for this his Hate to Vice declare? 1 
And CuzrsT the Weight of our Offences' bear? = - 
Was it for this celeſtial Wiſdom cry'd?* 

9 * Mas it for this the World's kind Saviour 4? 

" Did Gov for this give Britain wide Com ad? 

ber this did * _ in 8 5 3 
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What Hopes remain, but Heav'n will on ; url id. +: 
In righteous Wrath its fierceſt Curſes ſhed? "OE 
A dread Example, full expos'd to Sight, 

Of Hate to Order, and Contempt of Light ! 
Thus Salem (where once Gop was pleas d to dwell) 
Is ſunk, like Sodom, to the Gates of Hell; 

Fullneſs of Bread, falſe Pride, and wanton Luf, 
Have laid its Glory in the abject Duſt. 


| Reals, Britain, le; from thy lethargic State, 
With Tears and Pray'rs avert impending Fate; : 
In Sackcloth weep the Nation's ſad Decay, 
And all thy Crimes before thy Maker lay ; 
Let Prieſt and People at his Altar fall, 
And proſtrate, to our Gov for Mercy c call; 
Lament their Faults, from all their Vices turn, 
And ev'ry hateful Deed in Aſhes mourn; 
That ſo our Gop may ſtay his righteous Wrath, 
With-hold his Hand, ho" the dread Word's gone forth : 
Bid the Deſtroyer ſheath th'avengi ng =, 75 
Pity his People, and recall his Wor 
This can alone prevent the Wrathful Day, 
Avert his Anger, his juſt Vengeance ſtay; 
Make him to hear our Sighs, our Groans attend, 
And ſtreaming Mercy to our Succour ſend; 
Once more be jealous to his weeping Land, 
Forbid the Heathen in our Gates to ſtand; 
Command his Sun to dart its chearful Ray, 
Bid him again his liv'ning Beams diſplay ; 
The noxious Vapour from our Country drive, 
Renew our Cattle, give our Corn to thrive ; 
Bid Joy once more to the faint Heart return, 
And th' humble n no more its Sorrows mourn. 


Obedience ouly. can reſtore our Peace, 
Diſpel the Gloom, and make our Woes to ceaſe; J 
Give true Delight.---- This Britain ſhall be thine, 
If with Repentance thou Amendment join; 
If thou, ſubmils, to meet thy Gop wilt move, 
Calm Peace of the contrite Heart ſhall prove, 
And Souls obedient find their Gop is Love. 


FINIS. 
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